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Is the final decision on the recommendations in this report to be made at this meeting? Yes 

 

Petition: Enquiry into the impact of the Public 
Realm Phase 2 scheme 

 

Final Decision-Maker Full Council 

Portfolio Holder(s)  Councillor Tom Dawlings – Portfolio Holder for Finance and 
Governance 

Lead Director  Lee Colyer – Director of Finance, Policy and Development 

Head of Service Finbar Gibbons – Head of Policy and Governance 

Lead Officer/Author Mark O’Callaghan – Scrutiny and Engagement Officer 

Classification Non-exempt 

Wards affected All 

  

This report makes the following recommendations to the final decision-maker: 

 

That the petition be considered and resolved accordingly. 

 

  

This report relates to the following Five Year Plan Key Objectives: 

 A Confident Borough 

The Council welcomes petitions and recognises that they are one way in which 
people can let us know their concerns. A healthy democracy builds confidence, trust 
and satisfaction. 

  

Timetable 

Meeting Date 

Council 25 September 2019 
Tunbridge Wells Committee Report, version: April 2017 



 

Petition: Enquiry into the impact of the Public 
Realm Phase 2 scheme 

 

 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
1.1 A paper petition has been received. The petition was signed by more than 1,000 

people and will therefore be discussed at a meeting of Full Council. 
 
1.2 This report sets out the terms of the petition, the procedure for dealing with 

petitions at Full Council and some background information on the issues raised 
by the petition.  

 

1.3 Members are asked to debate the issues and determine a response. 
 

 
2. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
 The petition 
 
2.1 The petition was conducted by way of paper forms collected in and around the 

Monson Road area and submitted to the Council on 7 August 2019. 
 
2.2 The petition states: 
 

“We the undersigned disapprove of the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s 
Public Realm Improvement involving Mount Pleasant Road, Monson Road and 
Church Road. 
 
Far from improving the town, we feel this will have a seriously negative impact 
for economic, businesses, residents and visitors to the town. We demand an 
enquiry into the true impact of this scheme.” 

 
2.3 The petition was signed by 1,132 people. 
 
2.4 A copy of the notice confirming receipt of the petition and the number of 

signatures is attached at Appendix A. 
 

Meeting procedure 
 

2.5 The petition organiser(s) have up to 10 minutes to address the Council and set 
out any information relevant to the petition. 

 
2.6 Members of the public and representatives of any Town or Parish Councils 

within the Borough who have duly registered under the normal public speaking 
rules may speak on the Petition. 

 

2.7 Following the speakers, the relevant portfolio holder will speak first and propose 
a motion; the proceedings will then follow the usual rules of debate. 

 



 

The Public Realm Scheme 
 

2.8 The Public Realm project is a street scene improvement initiative for Mount 
Pleasant Road, stretching from its junction with Monson Road to the junction 
with Church Road Tunbridge Wells. The scheme:  
 

 Creates a more pedestrian-focussed space by providing wider footways 
and reducing the width of the carriageway  on Mount Pleasant Road,  
realm, rationalising bus shelters and installing pedestrian paving on 
primary desire lines across Monson Road, York Road and Mount 
Pleasant Road; 
 

 Introduces a wide, stepped areas framing the war memorial to enhance it 
as a focal point and create a stronger link between Mount Pleasant Road 
and Civic Way, in particular the planned Amelia Scott building;  
 

 Provides paving within the carriageway of Mount Pleasant Road to define 
the setting of the War Memorial and creates a sense of a public square 
for use on civic occasions such as Remembrance Sunday. 

 
2.9 The scheme is an objective in the Council’s Five Year Plan, which was subject 

to consultation, and is also part of the Civic Development Framework agreed by 
Full Council in February 2018 and the Civic Complex/Crescent Road Area of 
Change policy.  

 
2.10 The scheme was the subject of a report to Cabinet on 10 April 2018. The 

consultation on the Traffic Regulation Orders needed to introduce the new 
traffic restrictions was undertaken in November 2018 with the representations 
received being considered at the Joint Transportation Board meeting on 21 
January 2019. 

 
2.11 Business Briefings were held on 6 September and 8 November 2018, the 

exhibition in Royal Victoria Place on 22 September 2018 (both attended by KCC 
and TWBC representatives) and a number of presentations have been made to 
the Royal Tunbridge Wells Town Forum and Public Transport Forum during the 
development of the scheme. 

 
2.12 The work will be complete for Remembrance Sunday although there has been a 

month’s delay due to additional works associated with unforeseen issues with 
utilities on the site. 
 

2.13 The impact of the scheme will be reviewed 12 months after completion and be 
reported to the JTB. A further review after 3 years is planned as part of the 
funding scheme review process. 

 

 
3. AVAILABLE OPTIONS 
 
3.1 Members are asked to consider all the issues in determining their response to 

the petition. The resolution may take various forms but will fall into one of the 
following broad categories: 



 

 
3.2 To take the action the petition requests – The Council could decide to take 

action to address the concerns set out in the petition. This can be the proposed 
reviews of the scheme set out above and for the Council’s Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee recently formed a ‘Task and Finish Group’ that is to look at 
how the Council communicates and engages with the public to consider the 
public realm  project as part of its work.  

 

3.3 To take no action – Members may disagree with the premise of the petition 
and resolve to take no further action. 

 

3.4 To undertake an alternative course of action – Members may agree an 
alternative course of action having considered the debate on this item.  

 

 
4. PREFERRED OPTION AND REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
4.1 This report and its appendices sets out the issues and options to be considered 

but do not make a recommendation. 
 

 
5. CONSULTATION RESULTS AND PREVIOUS COMMITTEE FEEDBACK 
 
5.1 The report is procedural and not subject to consultation.  
 

 
6. NEXT STEPS: COMMUNICATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

DECISION 
 
6.1 The petition organiser will be informed in writing of the decision taken by Full 

Council. The decision will also be published on the Council’s website. Action 
taken will depend on the decision to be made. 

 

 
7. CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES AND IMPLICATIONS 
 

Issue Implications Sign-off 

Legal including 
Human Rights 
Act 

The Council’s published Petition Scheme 
and the Constitution (Council Procedure 
Rule 9) set out how a petition will be dealt 
with. This report is in accordance with the 
scheme. 

 

Keith Trowell, 
Team Leader 
(Corporate 
Governance) 

17 September 
2019 

Finance and 
other resources 

This report is procedural. There are no 
specific implications arising from this report. 
However, it is noted that any proposed 
actions in response to the petition may have 
their own implications. If the Council 
intended to take any such actions the 
decision would be subject to a separate 

Mark 
O’Callaghan, 

Scrutiny and 
Engagement 
Officer 

17 September 

Staffing 
establishment 

Risk 
management   



 

Environment  
and sustainability 

report. 
 

2019 

Community 
safety 

 

Health and 
Safety 

Health and 
wellbeing 

Equalities 

 
 
8. REPORT APPENDICES 
 
The following documents are to be published with and form part of the report: 

 Appendix A: Notice of receipt of a petition 
 

 
9. BACKGROUND PAPERS  
 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Constitution: 
http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/council/councillors-and-meetings/how-the-council-
works/council-constitution 
 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Petition Scheme: 
http://democracy.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/meetings/ecSDDisplay.aspx?NAME=SD973&
ID=973&RPID=377178 

http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/council/councillors-and-meetings/how-the-council-works/council-constitution
http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/council/councillors-and-meetings/how-the-council-works/council-constitution
http://democracy.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/meetings/ecSDDisplay.aspx?NAME=SD973&ID=973&RPID=377178
http://democracy.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/meetings/ecSDDisplay.aspx?NAME=SD973&ID=973&RPID=377178

